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1. REGARDING LEGAL STATUS OF SOUTH AFRICA FOUNDATION, 
EMBASSY CONTACTED DEPUTY DIRECTOR CHRISTIE OF SA FOUNDATION 
WHO STATED THAT UNDER ITS CONSTITUTION, FOUNDATION IS LEGAL 
PERSON WHICH CAN SUE AND BE SUED. THERE IS PROVISION IN 
COMPANIES ACT FOR REGISTRATION OF NON-PROFIT ASSOCIATIONS 
BUT CHRISTIE STATED THAT ON LEGAL ADVICE FOUNDATION DECIDED 
THAT IT WAS NOT NECESSARY FOR FOUNDATION TO REGISTER UNDER 
THIS PROVISION WHEN IT WAS ORGANIZED IN 1959. CHRISTIE COULD 
NOT PROVIDE CITATION OF SPECIFIC SECTION OF LAW UNDER WHICH 
FOUNDATION OPERATES. REGISTRAR OF COMPANIES IN MINISTRY OE 
COMMERCE STATED THAT NUMBER NON-PROFIT ASSOCIATIONS DO NOT 
REGISTER UNDER THE COMPANIES ACT BUT ARE COVERED UNDER 
PROVISIONS OP VARIOUS OTHER ACTS DEPENDING ON THE 
ORGANIZATION'S PURPOSE. HE CITED PRIVATE SOCIAL WELFARE 
AGENCIES AS AMONG THOSE ORGANIZATIONS WHERE REGISTRATION 
UNDER COMPANIES ACT NOT REQUIRED BUT HE COULD NOT CITE 
SPECIFIC PROVISION WHICH WOULD APPLY TO SA FOUNDATION. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 PRETOR 02021 260901Z 

2. EMBASSY ALSO SOUGHT INFORMAL READING FROM CONTACTS 
AMONG PRIVATE ATTORNEYS BUT THEY ARE UNABLE TO PROVIDE 
FURTHER CLARIFICATION. APPEARS THIS IS A FAIRLY COMPLEX 
LEGAL QUESTION. ONE POSSIBILITY IS TO ADDRESS MORE FORMAL 
INQUIRY TO SA FOUNDATION BUT WE ARE NOT CERTAIN HOW FRUITPUL 
SUCH AN APPROACH WOULD BE.BOWDLER 
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